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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 



U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 



U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Huberman (5,826,244). 
Claims: 

1 . A method of electronically closing a multi-parry transaction comprising 
offers from a plurality of parties, the method comprising: receiving a multi-party 
offer encompassing a set of offers from a plurality of parties, wherein each of 
said offers, including said multi-party offer, identifies a first value to be provided 
for a second value;/ col 4, L 4-44; col 11, L 11-15; col 14 L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; 
col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

-determining whether any of said offers have expired; /col 11, L 15- 
25; col 15, L 47-54 



2. 



Claims 1-14,16-19, 21-28 and 30-41 are rejected under 35 



-determining whether any of said offers is invalid; /col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 6; 
col 11, L 11-14; col 12, L 48 to col 13, L 8 
and for one or more of said offers: 
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-contacting an authority associated with said offer;/col 3, L 64 to col 4, 

L 11 

-informing said authority of a transaction involving said offer; /col 4, L 

19-44 

-committing said authority to provide said first value./col 3, L 64 to col 
4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9-32; col 13, L 18-21 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein said determining whether any of said 
offers have expired comprises: 

-examining an expiration of each of said offers; / col 1 1 , L 15-25; 
col 15, L 47-54 

-determining whether any of said expirations have 
passed./ col 1 1 , L 15-25; col 15, L 47-54 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said expirations are included in 
said offers./ inherently in: col 1 1, L 15-25; col 15, L 47-54 
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4. The method of claim 1 , wherein said determining whether any of said offers is 
invalid comprises examining a validity indicator associated with each of said offers./ col 

3, L 64 to col 4, L 6; col 1 1 , L 1 1-14; col 12, L 48 to col 13, L 8 

5. The method of claim 4, wherein said examining comprises querying said 
authority associated with each of said offers included in said offers./ col 3, L 64 to col 

4, L 11; col 4, L 19-44 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein said validity indicators are included in said 
offers./ inherent in col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 1 1 ; col 4, L 19-44 

7. The method of claim 1 , further comprising determining whether each of 
said offers is usable./ col 12, L 56 to col 13, L 8 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein said determining whether each of said 
offers is usable comprises accessing a usability indicator associated with each 
said offer, and wherein said usability indicator indicates a number of times said 
first value of said offer may be provided./ col 3, L 59 to col 4, L 18; col 10, L 53- 
61 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein said accessing comprises querying said authority 
associated with each said offer./ col 3, L 59 to col 4, L 18 



10. The method of claim 8, wherein said usability indicators are included in 
said offers./ inherent in col 3, L 59 to col 4, L 18 
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1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein for each said offer said authority is 

one of: 

-a party offering said first value for said second value; and/ col 4, L 4- 

44; col 1 1, L 7-15; col 14 L 49-58; col 15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35- 

42, 51-67 

-an entity authorized to close said offer for said party./ col 4, L 4-44; 
col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

12. The method of claim 1 , wherein said committing said authority 
comprises: 

-providing said authority with one or more terms according to which said 
first value of said offer is to be provided; and/ col 1 1 , L 50 to col 12, L 9; col 12, 

L56 to col 13, L 8 

- instructing said authority to transfer said first value of said offer to a recipient 

of said first value./ col 13, L 14- 32 

13. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: for each of said offers, 
initiating transfer of said first value./ col 8, L 3-13; col 12, L 44-56 



14. The method of claim 13, wherein said initiating comprises instructing said 
authority to transfer said first value./ col 3, L 1-15; col 4, L 31-44 
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16. A method of electronically closing a multi-party transaction comprising a 
plurality of offers from multiple parties, the method comprising: 

-receiving a first offer of a first party to provide a first value in 
exchange for a second value, wherein said first offer is coupled to a second offer 
of a second party to provide said second value in exchange for a third value;/ col 
4, L 4-44; col 11, L 11-15; col 14 L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, 
L 35-42, 51-67 

-contacting a first authority associated with said first offer;/ col 3, L 64 to 

col 4, L 11 

-contacting a second authority associated with said second offer;/ col 3, 
L 64 to col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9-32; col 13, L 18-21 



-initiating transfer of said second value from said second party to 
said first party; and/ col 3, L 64 to col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9-32; col 

13, L 18-21 

-initiating transfer of said first value from said first party./ col 3, L 64 to 
col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9-32; col 13, L 18-21 

1 7. The method of claim 1 6, further comprising determining whether either of said 
first offer and said second offer have expired./ col 1 1 , L 15-25; col 15, L 47-54 
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18. The method of claim 1 6, further comprising determining whether said first offer 
and said second offer are valid./ col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 6; col 1 1, L 11-14; col 12, L 48 to 
col 13, L 8 

19. The method of claim 16, wherein said first value is a payment comprising 
receiving said third value to said second party./ col 4, L 4-44; col 11, L 11-15; col 
14, L 49-58; col 15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

21 . The method of claim 16, further comprising verifying with said second authority 
that said second value can be provided./ col 3, L 64 to col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9- 
32; col 13, L 18-21 

22. The method of claim 16, wherein said first authority is further associated with 
one of said first value and said second value./ col 3, L 64 to col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 
5, L 9-32; col 13, L 18-21 

23. The method of claim 16, wherein said first authority created said first 
offer./ col 4, L 4-44; col 1 1 , L 1 1-15; col 14 L 49-58; coM 5, L 21-54; col 16, L 48- 
55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

24. The method of claim 16, wherein said first authority is designated to handle 
closing of said first offer on behalf of a first party offering said first value in exchange 
for said second value./ col 3, L 64 to col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9-32; col 13, L 18- 
21 

25. The method of claim 16, wherein said first authority is identified in said first 
offer./ col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 1 1 
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26. A method of electronically closing a multi-party transaction 
comprising a collection of offers from a plurality of parties, the method 
comprising: 

-receiving said offers, wherein each of said offers is an offer to exchange a first 
value in return for a second value;/ col 4, L 4-44; col 1 1 , L 1 1-1 5; col 14 L 49-58; 
col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 
-initiating a multi-party transaction to close said offers; / col 4, L 4-44; 
col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 
-verifying said offers to ensure each said offer is transactable;/ col 4, L 4-44; col 
14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 
-authorizing said offers to inform authorities associated with said offers of the 
multi-party transaction;/ col 4, L 4-44; col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 
48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

-committing a first subset of said offers to initiate transfer of said first values of 
said first subset of offers; and/ col 4, L 4-44; 

col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 
-if any of said first values of said offers are monetary values, remitting a second 
subset of said offers comprising those offers having monetary values as said first 
values./ col 6, L 34-43; col 4, L 4-44; col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48- 
55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein said verifying a first offer comprises: 



-determining whether said first offer is expired;/ col 1 1 , L 15-25; 



Application/Control Number: 09/575,088 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3624 

col 15, L 47-54 

-determining whether said first offer is valid; and/ col 3, L 64 to co! A , L 6; co! 1 1, 
L 1 1-14; col 12, L 48 to col 13, L 8 

-determining whether said first value of said first offer has already been 

provided a maximum number of times./ col 3, L 59 to col 4, L 18; col 10, L 53-61 

28. The method of claim 26, wherein said authorizing a first offer comprises: 
-contacting a first authority associated with said first offer; and/ col 3, L 59 to col 4, L 18 

-receiving from said first authority an agreement to provide said first value of said first offer./ 
col 4, L 4-44; col 1 1 , L 1 1-1 5; col 14 L 49-58; coh 5, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42 
51-67 

30. The method of claim 26, wherein said remitting a first offer having a 
monetary value as said first value comprises: 

-receiving said monetary value; and/col 6, L 30-43; col 4, L 4-44; 
col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

-forwarding a portion of said monetary value to a party associated 
with a second offer having said col 4, L 4-44; col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 
16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 portion as said second value of said second 
offer./ col 6, L 30-43; 
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31 . A computer readable storage medium storing instructions 

that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform a 
method of electronically closing a multi-party transaction comprising a 
plurality of offers from multiple parties, the method comprising: 



-receiving a first offer of a first party to provide a first value in 
exchange for a second value, wherein said first offer is coupled to a second offer 
of a second party to provide said second value in exchange for a third value;/ col 
4, L 4-44; col 11, L 11-15; col 14 L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; 
col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

-contacting a first authority associated with said first offer, 
contacting a second authority associated with said second offer; 
initiating transfer of said second value from said second party to said 
first party; and initiating transfer of said first value from said first party./ 
All the above refer to Claim 16. 

32. An apparatus for facilitating the closure of a multi-party 
transaction comprising a plurality of offers, the apparatus comprising: 

-a communication device configured to receive a first offer to provide a first value 
in exchange for a second value, wherein said first offer is coupled to a second 
offer to provide said second value for a third value;/ col 4, L 4-44; col 1 1 , L 1 1-1 5; 
col 14 L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 
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-an authorization module configured to notify a first party associated with said 
first offer and a second party associated with said second offer of the 
transaction; a commitment module configured to commit said second party to 
providing said second value; and a remittance module configured to facilitate 
remittance of said third value to said second party./ All refer to claim 16 

33. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein said communication device is a 
computer system comprising said authorization module, said commitment 
module and said remittance module./ fig 2(all); col 6, L 43-56; col 8, L 14-23 

34. The apparatus of claim 32, further comprising a verification module configured 
to verify said first offer and said second offer./ col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 6; col 1 1 , L 1 1-14; 
col 12, L48 to col 13, L 8 

35. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein said authorization module is further 
configured to determine whether said second party will provide said second value./ col 
3, L64 to col 4, L6; col 11, L 11-14; col 12, L 48 to col 13, L 8 

36. The apparatus of claim 35, wherein said commitment module directs said 
second party to deliver said second value./ col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 6; col 1 1 , L 1 1-14; col 
12, L48 to col 13, L 8 

37. The apparatus of claim 32, wherein said first value comprises a 
monetary payment for said second value, and wherein said remittance module is 
configured to receive said monetary payment and forward said third value toward 
said second party./ col 4, L 4-44; col 11, L 11-15; col 14, L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; 
col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

38. The apparatus of claim 32, further comprising an offer parser 
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configured to parse said first offer./ col 4, L 4-44; col 7, L 45-65; col 11, L 11-15; 

■ ^ j i * s\ r-/-\ ^ _ i a r- i f\ a r- a . i a i a c\ r- rr . i a c\ i on" A r\ r? a r>~7 . 

coi i*f l *fy-oo; CUI IO, I- £ I-OH-, UUI IO, LHO-UU, UUI IO, LOU-^,UI-Uf, 

39. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein said first offer comprises said 
second offer and said offer parser is further configured to retrieve said second 
offer from said first offer./ col 4, L 4-44; col 7, L 45-65(parse offers); ool 11, L 11- 
15; col 14 L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

40. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein said offer parser is also configured to 
retrieve from said first offer information to facilitate contact with said first party./ 
col 4, L 4-44; col 7, L 45-65(parse offers); col 1 1 , L 1 1-15; 

col 14 L 49-58; col15, L 21-54; col 16, L 48-55; col 18, L 35-42, 51-67 

41 . The apparatus of claim 40, wherein said information includes one of a 
network address and a resource identifier./ col 2, L 47-57; col 5, L 35-57 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 



2. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huberman (US 5,826,244) and in view of Walker et al (US 6,041 ,308). 
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Claim 1 5. Huberman does not explicitly disclose said first value of said multi- 
party offer is payment for said second value of said multi-party offer, further 
comprising remitting a portion of said payment to an authority associated with an 
offer to provide said second value of said multi-party offer in exchange for said 
payment portion. However, Walker et al. discloses the feature ( col 6, L 15-35). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicants invention to use this limitation for the advantage of compensation for 
services rendered in offer preparation. 

3. Claims 20, 29, 42 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Huberman (US 5,826,244) and in view of Van Horn et al (US 
6,604,089). 

Claim 20. Huberman teaches receiving with said first offer said second authority./ 
col 3, L 64 to col 4,L 19; L 31-44; col 5, L 9-32; col 13, L 18-21 
However, Huberman does not explicitly disclose an option concerning said 
second value; and communicating said option. However, Van Horn et al 
discloses the feature ( col 6, L 32-52: price range, product variant). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention 
to use this limitation for the advantage of flexibility in negotiation to increase the 
chances of completing the transaction. 

Claim 29. Huberman teaches contacting a first authority associated with said 
first offer and informing said first authority to deliver said good or service./ 
Huberman:col 3, L 64 to col 4, L 1 1 ; col 4, L 19-44. Huberman does not disclose 
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if said first offer includes an option for said good or service, providing said option 
to said first authority. However, Van Horn et al discloses the feature ( col 6, L 32- 
52: price range, product variant). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to use this limitation for the 
advantage of flexibility in negotiation to increase the chances of completing the 
transaction. 

Claim 42. Huberman teaches said offer parser is 

also configured to retrieve from said first offer a for said second value./ refer to 
claim 20. Huberman does not teach a selectable option. However, Van Horn et 
al discloses the feature ( col 6, L 32-52: price range, product variant). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to use this limitation for the advantage of flexibility in negotiation to 
increase the chances of completing the transaction. 

Claim 43. Huberman teaches said is communicated to said second party by 
one or more of said authorization module, said commitment module and said 
remittance module/ refer to claim 1 , 20. Huberman does not teach a selectable 
option. However, Van Horn et al discloses the feature ( col 6, L 32-52: price 
range, product variant). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention to use this limitation for the advantage of 
flexibility in negotiation to increase the chances of completing the transaction. 



This action is NON-FINAL. Any inquiry concerning this communication or 
earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Steven R. 
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Wasylchak whose telephone number is (703) 308-2848. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 308-1065. The fax 
number for Art Unit 3624 is (703) 305-7687. 



application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-1113. 

Steven Wasylchak . j 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
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